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Dear Friends,

At Kennedy House, our mission is simple but powerful: to support children
and youth when they need us most. Across the Greater Toronto Areq,

we provide shelter, programming, care, and opportunity to young people
facing homelessness, barriers, cognitive challenges, and systemic inequities.

As Executive Director and Chair of the Board, we are privileged to witness
the daily dedication of our staff, the resilience of our youth, and the
generosity of our community. While our programs vary—from emergency
shelter to afterschool activities to 24/7 residential care—they are united by
one core purpose: ensuring that every young person has the opportunity to
feel safe, supported, and hopeful.

Thank you for being part of this mission.

Shelly Jaigobin Cindy Bruce-Barrett
Executive Director Chair of the Board of Directors



OUR MISSION
& VALUES

OUR VISION

OUR VALUES

Inclusion
Acceptance

Responsiveness

Aptability
Compassion

Growth



IMPACT SPOTLIGHT

89

youth supported
through the
Kennedy House

Youth Shelter

100%

of youth who moved
into independent
living were still
housed one year
later

25400+

meals served
to youth
experiencing

homelessness

25

youth in our
shelter successfully
transitioned into
independent or
transitional
housing

4

Edward Blazo
Memorial
Scholarships
awarded to
students pursuing
post-secondary
education

48

volunteers
contributed their
time in support of

Kennedy House’s
mission




Whether it’s providing emergency shelter, offering afterschool spaces for children, supporting
youth in the justice system, or delivering 24/7 care in our residential and D-STAY programs, every
Kennedy House program helps young people find stability and opportunity.

This year, our Youth Shelter expanded from

23 to 30 beds, allowing us to support more
youth aged 16-24 experiencing homelessness.
The shelter provides warm beds, hot meals,
hygiene supplies, and 24/7 staff support.
Beyond immediate needs, youth receive life-
skills development, mental health and harm
reduction supports, housing navigation, and
employment assistance—helping them build
stability and break the cycle of homelessness.

With support from the Ontario Trillium
Foundation, the shelter launched a Housing
First model with a dedicated Mental Health
and Harm Reduction Worker. Accessibility
upgrades were completed, including an
accessible bedroom, a rear ramp, and
designated parking.

Kennedy House operates several residences
for youth aged 12-18 referred through child
and family services. In these supportive, home-
like settings, staff provide daily living support,
crisis intervention, academic engagement, and
preparation for independence. Programs are
individualized and focus on trust, consistency,
and building life skills.

Our free afterschool programs provide safe,
enriching spaces for children in underserved
communities. These programs include
homework help, sports, arts, and healthy
snacks, building confidence, friendships, a sense
of belonging, social skills, emotional regulation,
and connections to community supports.

Kennedy House’s Youth Centre supports young
people involved in the justice system through
programming that encourages accountability,
positive decision-making, and community
connection. In addition, our Bailiff Program
ensures youth who require an adult for court
dates or legal appointments receive guidance
and support.

Our D-STAY homes support youth and young
adults with developmental or cognitive
challenges who require higher levels of daily
care. Staff work one-on-one and in small
groups to build life skills, daily routines, and
communication. With individualized, strengths-
based approaches and strong family and
community partnerships, our D-STAY programs
create safe, inclusive environments where
youth can thrive and prepare for the future.



WHAT OUR YOUTH
ARE SAYING




EDIB SPOTLIGHT

« Fostering respect and honesty « Promoting a positive, collaborative

. Commitment to fairness and equity environment

. Embracing diversity and inclusion - Creating safe, inclusive spaces

. Valuing passion and teamwork « Addressing and understanding racial issues

Middle
Eastern,
Arab or West

Asian Living with
3.6% a disability
21.6%

2SLGBTQIA+
12.6%

COLDEST NIGHT OF THE YEAR



FROM FUNDRAISING TO FLOWERS:
HOME DEPOT MAKES IT BLOOM

MEET AJAY




To all our supporters—individuals, corporations, volunteers, and foundations—
thank you. Your commitment helps create brighter futures.

$200 - $999

Anthony T Menezes

Brenda Wessely

Bryon Cohen

CHUM Charitable Foundation
Deirdre & Bruce MaclLeod
Erica Fisico

Eugene Choi

Faruqg Rashid

James (Jim) Norman
Rosenthal

James Insurance Broker Ltd
Jean Quirin

Katherine McCall

Lisa Dempster

Melissa Coulson

Melissa Hillier

Nicole Ehlers

Limited
Skylar Liang

Eva & Mike

Association

We can’t do this without you. Your support
helps Kennedy House provide shelter, safety,
and hope for young people in our community.

Ways to support children and youth;

- Donate - One-time or monthly gifts make a
lasting impact. kennedyhouse.org/donate

« Sponsor - Partner with us to fund programs
and events.

Northam Realty Advisors

Tanya Mouland
Ting-Ping Lin
Victoria Reszczynski

$1000 - $4999

Candy and Francis Lanois
Christopher Carew

Forest Hill Lions Club
Parkview Hills Community

St Barnabas Church Chester
St. Luke’s Church

$5000-$9999

Aqueduct Foundation
0.0.S. Medical

Youth and Philanthropy
Initiative Canada

$10,000-$49,999

The Kenn-Mar Foundation

$50,000+
&

CANADA
FOUNDATION

-

 Volunteer - Share your time and skills.
kennedyhouse.org/volunteer

- Follow & Share - Help spread the word:
@kennedyhouseTO (Instagram & Facebook)

» Contact - Let’s explore ways to work
together: info@kennedyhouse.org

Together, we can build safer, stronger futures
for children and youth.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT US AT:



